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In two hours,the award ceremony for the
Child 10 award starts! Qur Director,
Mantina Tsekeri, will be awarded as an...
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This Christmas make a donation to support our work and help us keep offering our
services to the most vulnerable children on the move in Greece so they can find
shelter, safety and protection g,

Donate here @

nceforchild

Paypal account: p

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

DEFEMCE FOR CHILDREN INTERMATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

ypalr

“I lost both my parents during a conflict in my town.
1 fled my country and went through a lot of suffering.
In Greece, I lived on the streets for several months.
Now [ live in a shelter but I am still recovering from all
| those traumas."

| -Hakim, 17 years old
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Happy Holidays from the DCI Greece crew (and all those who couldn't make it to the
office today!) & ., We will be back on the 4th January! Until then, we wish you love,
luck and happiness!
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Mou apéar!  Amdvenon

‘ Benoit Van Keirsbilck

Great team. Wish you a great New Year.

Mou apton!  Amdvenon
o~
Defence for Children International Greece

Benoit Van Keirsbilck Thank our dearest Benoitas Wish a very

merry Christmas too &

Mow apées!  Anrdvinom
Magdalini Agrafioti
Happy New Year to all of you
Mou apeoed  Amavenon
“E, 2 Dtherns
Defence for Children International Greece

Magdalini Agrafioti Happy Mew year to you too our beloved
Magdalini, . &

Mou mpton!  Amdvtnon 1 3
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§ In Greece, single mothers on the move and their children are one of the most
vulnerable groups. A large number of them, especially of African descent, have
fallen victims of human trafficking.

This holiday season, help us remain by their side to ensure safety, protection and
cover basic needs.

Support this cause or pick any of our other 3 causest Find more about cur campaign
here: httpsy//fowatch/aY4TNKION

B Don't forget to fill the form with your name and email, so you can receive your
qifts, after your donation s:ffforms.ale/VSwormriHbEY VDG

Donate here @



Paypal account: paypal.me/detenceforchildrengr

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERMATIONAL-ELLINIKO TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank
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In Greece, countless children remain alone and unprotected, even though they have
family members in another EU country and have the right to legally join them.
Proper legal aid is crucial in such cases, However, many of those children, do not
receive it, something that makes them an easy prey for people that wish to exploit
them.

This Christmas, consider buying a gift for humanity, a gift to a child in need. @
Support a Family Reunification case for 150e or pick any other of our causest
1 Find out more about the causes here; https://fbo.watch/9v4 7T NktCip/

o You can either support an individual cause with the suggested amount, or make
a donation according o your means,

Don't forget to fill the form with your name and email; so you can receive your gifts,
after your donation, httpsy/forms.gle/VSwormriHbkYVFDE

Donate here @

Paypal account: paypal.me/defenceforchildrengr

|BAN: GR150260367003030310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREM INTERNATIOMNAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift: EREKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

DEFENCE FOR nlml‘[nn
INTERNATIONAL
WRELLE
o 2 2 KOWOTOLOEL
oy Mou apéosi! 3 Exehio A Kowemainan 0-
Q Tpayee dva oxdMo.. =0 @ @

Defence for Children International Greece
W10 Aewepfplou 2021 - @

This Christmas, consider buying a gift for humanity, a gift to a child in need. @



YOU £3N eTNer SUPROIT 8N INGIVIKUal Cause With The suggested amount, of make a
donation according to your means.

Dan't farget to fill the farm with your name and email, so you can receive your gifts,
after your donation! hitps.//forms.gle/VSwormrHbkY ;

Donate here @

rchildreng

Paypal account:
|BAN: GR19026036700003 10200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERMNATICNAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank
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On the occasion of the upcoming Justice and Home Affairs Council meeting, we
would like to share with you a joint statement issued by DCI-GR and 21 other
leading human rights groups. It urges the EU institutions and Member States to use
existing responsibility sharing mechanisms, including voluntary refocation and
family reunion procedures, to ease tensions at various borders and bring children
and families to safety at the onset of winter,

Read more: |
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Do you know who qualifies to be recognized as a beneficiary of international
protection ?

Learn the basics regarding international refugee law and asylum procedures. Ideal
for professionals and students who already work or desire to work with asylum
seekers and refugees.
‘When?

®13 December {5 16.00-19.00

B Where? Cnline

¥, The training will also be recorded and available to watch at a later time, for those
who will not be able to attend it live!

Participation is secured upon;

®Filling the registration form;

or sending us an email on irispappa.dci@agmail.com with your name , profession and
contact details
&

®making a donation of 50 euros to DCI-Greece (write ‘training'on the donation
transaction)

E Upon completion of the training, participants will receive a certificate of
atlendance.

*For more info about the training, click here 4 | bty

£ Application deadline: 10,12 [}

|BAN: GR19026036700003 10200518604
MEFFMCE FOR CHINDRFM INTERIMATIOMAL-FIHINIKD ThAIMA




Swift: ERBKGRAA
Bank: Eurobank

Paypal account: paypal.me/defenceforchildrengr

WHO SHOULD BE RECOG
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ER NOW!

TRAINING ON THE BASICS OF
ASYLUM LAW AND PROCEDURES

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN p
INTERKATIONAL
UREETE
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Have you registered to our training yet 7

Learn the basics regarding asylum and international refugee law, in order to start
working with refugee population!

When?
©13 December [ 16.00-19.00
W Where? Online

8. The training will afso be recorded and available to watch at a later time, for those
whe will not be able to attend it live!

Participation is secured upon:

@Filling the registration form: httpsy//forms.gle/vAntPvg4g3tHHGxI

or sending us an email on irispappa.dci@gmail.com with your name , profession and
contact details

&

®making a donation of 50 euros to DCI-Greece (write ‘training‘on the donation
transaction).

E Upon completion of the training, participants will receive a certificate of
attendance,

*For more info about the training, click here 4~ hitps;//bitly/310liHy

£ Application deadline: 10/12 11

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKC TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

nceforchildrengr

TRAINING ON THE BASICS OF
ASYLUM LAW AND PROCEDURES
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On this #givingtuesday, support DCl Greece @
Make a donation §
Paypal account: paypal me/defenceforchildrengr

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIOMAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA

Swift: ERBKGRAA
Bank: Eurobank

GIVING
TUESDAY

MNovember 30th

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN
INTERNATIONAL
GREECE
Q a7 1 kowomnoinon
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Il Do you want to learn the basics regarding asylum and international refugee law,
in order to start working with refugee population? 11

Then, you should definitely join DCG's training on the basics of the Asylum Law and
Procedures!

When?

813 December {5 16.00-19.00

B Where? Online

Participation is secured upon

S Filling the registration form; httpsy//forms.glefyantPvgdg3tHHGxD

or sending us an email on irispappa.dci@gmail.com with your name | profession and
contact details

&

% making a donation of 50 euros to DCI-Greece (write ‘training’on the donation
transaction).

Our trainers will present the core principles and concepts of EU and international
asylum and refugee law,

Additionaily, we will delve deeper into the Greek asylum context and delineate the
challenges asylum seekers face while navigating the asylum system. We will also
examine the latest developments in Greek and EU legislation.

Lastly, we will assess which essential skills professionals need to acquire to support
asylum seekers. This training is intended for professionals and students that already
wark or desire to work with asylum seekers and refugees,

B Upon completion of the training, participants will receive a certificate of
attendance,
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN
INTERNATIONAL

GREECE g

TRAINING ON THE
BASICS OF ASY
AND PROCE

MONDAY 13 DECEMBER
16:00- 19:00

FOR Tk WHO
WILL NOT BE ABLE TO
ATTEND THE LIVE |
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% Who should be recognised as a beneficiary of international protection 7 What
are their rights 7

If you want to learn the answer to these questions [ and many, many more! ), then
you should definitely join DCIG for an intensive training on the introduction to legal
concepts and procedures related to asylum and refugee law 1]

Qur trainers will present the core principles and concepts of EU and international
asylum and refugee law. We will explore concepts and questions such as "what is
asylum? What is the principle of non refoulement?”

Additionally, we will delve deeper into the Greek asylum context and delineate the
challenges asylum seekers face while navigating the asylum system, We will also
examine the latest developments in Greek and EU legislation, and will look into
questions such as "What is the concept of safe third country and how does Turkey
qualify?”

Lastly, we will assess which essential skills professionals need to acquire to support
asylum seekers. This training is intended for professicnals and students that already
work or desire to work with asylum seekers and refugees. Upon completion of the
training, participants will receive a certificate of attendance.

1 Participation is secured upon

®sending us an email on irispappa.dci@gmail.com with your name, profession and
contact details

and

Smaking a donation of 50 euros to DCI-Greece (write ‘training on the donation
transaction).

- When?
%13 December 5 16.00-19.00

W Where? Online
£ Application deadline: 10/12 11

Il The training will also be recorded and available to watch at a later time, for those
who will not be able to attend it live! 11

IBAN: GR19026026700003 10200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKO TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

Paypal account: paypal. me/defenceforchildrengr
Looking forward to meeting you all!

DEFENCE FOR CHILOREN
-

MONDAY 13 DECEMBER
16:00- 19:00

INFORMATION

WATCH IT AT A
LATER TIME
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n? Lito Sotiriou
: Is it true?
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Defence for Children International Greece
Lito Sotiriou Yes yes!
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23 What is asylum? What are the asylum procedures?



IF you want to learn the answer to this question { and much, much morel ), then you
should definitely join DCIG for an intensive training on the introduction to legal
concepts and procedures related to um and refugee law 11

4
Our trainers will present the core principles and concepts of EU and international
asylum and refugee law. We will explore concepts and questions such as “what is
asylum? What is the principle of non refoulement? and who should be recognised as
a beneficiary of international protection?

Additionally, we will delve deeper into the Greek asylum context and delineate the
challenges asylum seekers face while navigating the asylum system. We will also
examine the latest developments in Greek and EU legislation, and will lock into
questions such as "What is the concept of safe third country and how does Turkey
qualify?

Lastly, we will assess which essential skills professionals need to acquire to support
asylum seekers. This training is intended for professionals and students that already
waork of desire to work with asylum seekers and refugees. Upon completion of the
training, participants will receive a certificate of attendance

I Participation is secured upon
®sending us an emall on irispappa.dc@gmail.com with your name, profession and

contact details

and

®making a donation of 50 euros to DCI-Greece {write ‘training on the donation
transaction).

= When?
%13 December & 16.00-19.00

B Where? Online

£ Application deadline: 10/12 11

I The training will also be recorded and available to watch at a later time, for those
who will not be able to attend it five!

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIOMNAL-ELLINIKC TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

Paypal account: payp

Looking forward to meeting you all!

= DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN
INTERNATIONAL '
TRAINNG ONTHE
BASICS OF ASYLUM LAW
AND PROCEDURES
MONDAY 13 DECEMBER
16:00- 19:00
* INTRODUCTION TO THE LEGAL COMCEPTS RELATED TO
1 ASYLUM AND REFUGEE LAW
« ASYLUM PROCEDURES
THE RECEPTION CONTEXT IN GREECE
007

» THE CHALLENGES THE ASYLUM SEEKERS FACE IN THEIR
TRIAL TO NAVIGATE THE ASYLUM SYSTEM

A Kowomoinon . -
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Gender-based violence is the most pervasive human rights violation, but it is neither
natural, nor ingvitable. It can and must be prevented. All girls and women should be
able to seek support when they experience violence, without risking immigration
CONSEqUENCEes.

As we celebrate International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women,
we are reminded that there is still a long way to go to work to make this a reality for
all women and girls




T T 000
Of@ 10

[C'; Mow acpeged! CI Iyoho pﬂ) Kowomnoinon .'
e TpdpTe Eva oxoio

Defence for Children International Greece
W 24 Moeufpl 1

We invite you to join DCIG for an intensive training on the introduction to legal
concepts and procedures related to asylum and refugee law [l

Our trainers will present the core principles and concepts of EU and international
asylum and refugee law. We will explore concepts and questions such as "what is
asylum? What is the principle of non refoulement? and who should be recognised as
a beneficiary of international protection?”

Additionally, we will delve deeper into the Greek asylum context and delineate the
challenges asylum seekers face while navigating the asylum system. We wili alsa
examine the latest deveiopments in Greek and EU legisiation, and will look into
questions such as “What is the concept of safe third country and how does Turkey
qualify?”

Lastly, we will assess which essential skills professionals need to acquire 1o support
asylum seekers. This training is intended for professionals and students that already
work or desire to work with asylum seekers and refugees. Upon completion of the
training, participants will receive a certificate of attendance,

1 Participation is secured upon

S@sending us an email on irispappa.dci@gmail.com with your name, profession and
contact details

and

©making a donation of 50 euros to DCI-Greece (write ‘training‘on the donation
transaction;.

T When?
%13 December {5 16.00-19.00

W Where? Online
£ Application deadline: 10/12 11

|BAN: GR15026036703030310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATICONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

Paypal account: paypal.me/defencefarchildrengr
Looking forward to meeting you all!

DEFENCE FOR CHILOREN p
INTERNATIONAL

MONDAY 13 DECEMBER
16:00- 19:00

* INTRODUCTION TO THE LEGAL CONCEPTS RELATED TO
- THE RECEPTIOM CONTEXT IN GREECE

+ THE CHALLENGES THE ASYLUM SEEKE FACE IN THEIR
TRIAL TO NAVIGATE THE ASYLUM 575
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Homelessness for unaccompanied minors is a much bigger problem than not
having a roof over their heads,

Homeless children are invisible. They sleep on the streets or in shared apartments
with adults. Those who do not have maney to pay the ‘rent’ are forced to do
housework all day or, even worse, they are sexually abused and exploited.

Placing a minor in a safe state shelter, immediately puts them under the radar of the
official protection system. They can finally be safe, have enough food and enjoy
their fundamental rights, such as their access to education.

For us, in Themida Greece team, run in collaboration with Together for Better Days,
granting a safe shelter is the first step to our child protection services. Mare than 33
children have been placed in safe shelters since May 2021, under the Themida
Project,

‘We will keep trying our best, until all unaccompanied children receive the protection
they deserve.

ORI AT T W N TR"T A
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Universal Children’s day is not just a day to celebrate children for who they are, but
to bring awareness to children around the globe that experience violence in forms
of abuse, exploitation or discrimination, to children living on the streets, or to
children immersed in armed conflict.

Too many children are still suffering and states fail to fulfil their obligations
regarding the future generations. We need to collectively intensify our efforts in
favour of Children in the world, whao are the future citizens of this world,

As established by the United Mations Convention on the Rights of the Child, children
have the fundamental nght to express their views and have them taken seriously,
Children and young people have first hand experience of the hardships and
challenges that they face in their communities, They are capable of observing and
assessing these issues and proposing solutions. As civil society challenges
democracies to uphold justice and equality, children and young people hold the key
to providing special knowledge and innovative approaches to bringing about
changes in their communities and regions, and improving overall sodiety.

Making children partners in change means holding governments accountable to a
bigger and more united public, leading to a sustainable path of development. We
advocate for the creation an inclusive world where every child, whatever their
background or situation, has the chance to hamess their talents, create a bright
future that fulfils their potential and play an active role in transforming society,

Each year, November 20th reminds us that humanity must give children the best it
can provide, This day reminds us of the necessity of acting in favour of the well-
being of children in the whole wide world,

INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF THE’_
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The court case of 21+ humanitarian workers in Lesbos has been adjourned to be
tried at higher court!

¥l Greece stands in solidarity the search and rescue volunteers, whose trial opened
yesterday -and was immediately adjourned. They are facing criminal charges related
to their lifesaving humanitarian work in Lesvos.

A quilty verdict, which could put them in prison for 25 years, would set a dangerous
precedent of making criminals of people who support the rights of migrants and
refugees across Greece and the European Union. It would lead to more deaths at
sea and could see others put behind bars for human rights work.

‘We acknowledge that Greece has been under immense pressure since the peak of
the migration crisis in 2015, but this is no excuse for clamping down on civil society,
The Greek Government should be working with human rights defenders to manage
the humanitarian crisis — not against them.,



A guilty verdict would be a dark day for Greece, and a dark day for human rights in
Europe,

The provision of humanitarian % '
assistance to people in distress #
should beillegal w8
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We are overwhelmed by your participation and interaction yesterday at the online
workshop: ‘Response to institutional vielence through a Children's Rights Helpdesk
121 World Congress on Justice with Children,

And, as one of the participants wrote to us this morning: "My only ask is to please
continue supporting this important cause. | can't tell how much | learnt today, in
order to give visibility and raising children’s voices to be heard in a human rights
language. My take away from this session: ‘children are actors of change’. Thank
you'

Stay tuned for more trainings! Only together we can find ways to combat the forms
of institutional violence towards children on the move. @

Iren Kontou

Reéspone 1o institational violenee
through a Children's Rights Helps
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Qur Director, Ms i
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1a Tsekerl, at the 2021 World Congress on Justice with
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11 Only a few hours leftill
Have you registered yet?

hittps.//

S} -i... JUSTICE
WITH
CHILDREN

Panel Discussion- Justice in the Context of Migration:

The Global Situation of Unaccompanied Minors

17 November 2021 / 14:00 - 16:00 CET

ONLINE EVENT

2021 World Congress on Justice with Children

Hantina Tuehari,
justicewithchildren.org Director of DCI Grewce

2. JUSTICE
WITH
CHILDREN
i thirs ildr
17 November 2021/ 16:00 - 17:30 CET  SReakers:

ONLINE EVENT e
2021 World Congress on Justice with Children = \ A -

justicawithchildran.org
r

e m Pappa
Dirwedoe of DCI Greses  Coardinator of Chiliran's
Rights Helpdesk OCI Grooce

[:r_". Mou apeoed! ] Ixohwo @A Kowomoinon '-
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Tomormow, on the 17th of November, our Director, Ms. Nantina Tsekeri, will
participate in an expert panel discussion at the 2021 World Congress on Justice with
Children.

The discussion will focus on the global situation of unaccompanied minors, who are
among the most vulnerable groups

in emergencies.

DCl-Greece has been working with unaccompanied minors for many years, has
witnessed and accompanied them through the many challenges they face at all
stages of their journey, Greece is a country that hosts many unaccompanied minors,
but lacks a common, inclusive and holistic child protection framework, making
unaccompanied minors more vulnerable to violence, and less likely to have the
opportunity to achieve their potential,

il Also, don't forget that on the same day, 16:00-17:30 CET, will take place the
online workshop in the context of the 2021 World Congress on Justice with Children,
where Nantina Tsekeri (Director of DCI Greece) and Iris Pappa (Coordinator of
Children's Rights Helpdesk -DC) Greece) will be the moderators!

Register here | hit

ﬁf, JUSTICE
WITH
CHILDREN

Panel Discussion- Justice in the Context of Migration:

The Global Situation of Unaccompanied Minors

17 November 2021 | 14:00 - 16:00 CET
ONLINE EVENT

2021 World Congress on Justice with Children

justicewithchildren.org o o

00 16 P evtikier 1 Ko
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Things are constantly changing in the migration context, According to the new

ministerial decision, asylum seekers from Afghanistan, Syria, Bangladesh, Pakistan

and Somalia, have to go through an admissibility interview, that will determine if

Turkey is a safe country for them and whether they can be returmed there,

This practices discriminatory policies, within the refugee population, because it
excludes children of certain ethnicities to be able to apply for asylum in Greece. This
Is strictly prohibited by article 2 of the CRC Convention, which is binding on all
states. At the same time, it places refugee children in the middle of political games
between nations and risks vulnerable minors to be returned to Turkey, a country
that constantly violates International Law,

Our team in Themida project, run in collaboration with Together for Better Diays, had

to quickly adapt to the new reality. We started preparing to support
unaccompanied children with their admissibility interview,

16 year old 5, from Syria, spent 3 months in Turkey, living in terrible conditions,
Mow, he was put in a position to prove that itis not in his best interest (o be
returned

‘We legally represented the minor, and submitted a legal report to support his claim.
A few weeks later, we received the good news: 5. will never be returned to Turkey
will go thraugh his asylum application in Greece,

Our next steps will focus on supporting the boy with his asylum interview.

1 Kowomnainon
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Only 2 days left! Have you registered yet?

ﬂq JUSTICE
WITH
 CHILDREN

17 November 2021 / 16:00 - 17:30 CET ;] s 2
ONLINE EVENT
2021 World Congress on Justice with Children
justicewithchildren.org

Nantna Taskari win Paips
M e N Director of 0C1 Grewes  Coordinstor of Childran's
IOk Rights Helpdesk DC| Gresca

") Defence for Children International Greece

W0 Noepfiploo 2027 - &
Cn 17th NMovember 2021 — 16:00-17:30 CET, it will take place the online
workshop in the context of the 2021 World Congress on Justice with Children,
where Nantina Tsekeri (Director of D1 Greece] and Inis Pappa {Coordinator of
Children's Rights Helpdesk -DCI Greece) will be the moderators,

Due to the speakers’ strong background on Human Rights and Children on the
maove, the proposed workshop touches upon the issue of Institutional Viclence
in the context of migration with a specific focus on children on the move when
in contact with the Justice System, In times of crisis, such as the refugee one
taking place in Greece in the last years, children might experience serious forms
of institutional violence in their effort to navigate through the asylum system
while at the same time they are lacking the opportunity to seek for remedy into
a restorative justice context. DCIG through the operation of a Children's Rights
Helpdesk in Greece, which offers legal and protection support services to
children on the move and meditates between the justice system and the
children, has developed valid expertise on how to enhance child participation in
the processes, to activate the justice system into providing due response to
childrens claims for protection, as well as, to train practitioners on how to



embrace their key role in such a context. Real cases that addressed by the
Children's Rights Helpdesk and brought a change in the justice system, lessons
learnt when attempting to heal the justice system and make it more child
friendly, as well as, good practices that could be followed by practitioners or
Crganizations who aim to develop emergency response programs will be
shared.

During the workshop, Nantina and Iris will share best practices on:

- how practitioners or Organizations can bring the children on the move and the
Justice system into a restorative process,

- how to enhance child participation and strengthen resilience on children, and
- how to work with State Actors in order to combat institutional violence,

At the end, the expected takeaways will be for the participants to obtain a clear
understanding of what Institutional Violence is and how it impacts on children
on the move, develop skills to respond to crisis situations where children
experience violence by bringing children and justice system closer, and realize
their rale and the context they work in and identify strategic ways to pave the
way for restorative justice to happen.

To attend to the workshops, participants only have ta reglster here
https.//justicewithchildren.org
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On the 1st of October, cash assistance for refugees and asylum seekers in Greece
was cut, as this service transitioned from the UNHCR to the Greek government. This
has left many camp residents without the ability to buy and cook their own food -
and many others without any resources at all.

Food distribution has been refused to many of the camp's population, to recognised
refugees, as well as displaced persons awaiting registration and those whose
request for asylum has been rejected, have been completely excluded from any
provision of food on the mainland. Reportedly, 25% of those left hungry are women,
including pregnant women, and 40% are children.

Many organizations have come together to cover the gap in food distribution, but
we are appalled by the lack of food provision by the Greek government, which de
facto breaches the basic human right to adequate food.

Jamal, 17 years old
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0On 17th November 2021 - 16:00-17:30 CET, it will take place the online workshop in
the context of the 2021 World Congress on Justice with Children, where Nantina
Tsekeri (Director of DCI Greece) and Iris Pappa (Coordinator of Children’s Rights
Helpdesk -DCI Greece) will be the moderators,

Due to the speakers’ strong background on Human Rights and Children on the
maove, the proposed workshop touches upon the issue of Institutional Violence in
the context of migration with a specific focus on children on the move when in
contact with the Justice System. In times of crisis, such as the refugee one taking
place in Greece in the last years, children might experience serious forms of
institutional violence in their effort to navigate through the asylum system while at

tha cama Hma thau 2ra lackinn tha Anmerbnibe b casl for ramacks inkn 3 rackaratihos



WL SUIL UL UL B TR L) LR LU LU LY S UL R I DL L O T
Justice context. DCIG through the operation of a Children's Rights Helpdesk in
Greece, which offers legal and protaction support services to children on the move
and meditates between the justice system and the children, has developed valid
expertise on how to enhance child participation in the processes, to activate the
justice system into providing due response to children’s claims for protection, as
well as, to train practitioners on how to embrace their key role in such a context.
Real cases that addressed by the Children's Rights Helpdesk and brought a change
in the justice system, lessons learnt when attempting to heal the justice system and
make it more child friendly, as well as, good practices that could be followed by
practitioners or Organizations who aim to develop emergency response programs
will be shared.

Dwring the workshop, Mantina and iris will share best practices on:
how practitioners or Organizations can bring the children on the move and the
Jjustice system into a restorative process,
- how to enhance child participation and strengthen resilience on children, and
how to work with State Actors in order to combat institutional violence,
At the end, the expected takeaways will be for the participants to obtain a clear
understanding of what Institutional Violence is and how it impacts on children on
the move, develop skills to respond to crisis situations where children experience
violence by bringing children and justice system closer, and realize their role and the
context they work in and identify strategic ways to pave the way for restorative
justice to happen.

To attend to the workshops, participants only have to register here

bt
ﬂ W CE REGISTER ONLINE
CHILDREN K

Response to institutional violence throu Children's Rights Helpdesk

Speakers:
P

17 November 2021 / 16:00 - 17:30 CET
ONLINE EVENT
2021 World Congress an Justice with Children

Justicewithchildren.org

v Pappa
Director of DCI Greece  Coardinator of Children's
Rights Holpfask DCI Groocs
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| Important information |

EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA

Press Release

Migration Greece Info
3 N v 2021 @

®Ministry of Migration & Asylum Services
COVID-19 Measures and Services to the Public

4 Translations are avallable here hitps: ly.

Farsi ywylé, Amharic ATICT, Arabic duell, Urdu sy, Tigrinya #9105, French
Frangais.

Important Announcement

We would like to inform you that for the protection of public health (Joint
Ministry Decision 69136/2021) and starting November 6, 2021, the following are
required in order to visit and receive service from any Service of the Ministry of
Migration 8 Asylum (e.g. Asylum Service, Migration Services, Appeals Authority,
Residence Permits, etck:

# a certificate of vaccination against COVID-12 or COVID-12 infection
# b. a negative molecular test (PCR) for COVID-19 performed up to 72 hours or
rapid test performed up to 48 hours {for the unvaccinated)

# Minors 4 to 17 years of age alternatively can submit a statement of a
negative self-diagnostic test (seli-test) up to 24 hours.

Please note that the above are required in order to receive service from the
Ministry of Migration & Asylum (e.g. Asylum Service, Migration Services,
Appeals Authority, Residence Permits, etc). These measures also apply to
lawyers-representatives,

Thmen b Hoin be tho Fasllitian nf tha Oasantlan and Idamtifieablan Caniden Tn tha
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islands and in the mainland of the country are exernpt from the above,

&) Translations are available here hitps://bitly/3EVDbmLy: Farsi wyls, Amharic
WCE, Arabic dy=ll, Urdu g3y, Tigrinya #eICE, French Frangais.

Thank you

#COVIDTS #migrationg
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~Healing me-~ praject J,

Itis the first time | feel safe to stay in silence with myself and feel the presence of all
of you at the same time’, a 16year old participant from Syria shared with us, |

Watch some of the powerful moments we shared with a fantastic group of young
refugees in our first physical retreat amidst Covid19.

® The -healing me — project aims to empower children, youth and professionals, to
offer them the tools to relax their mind and bring ease into their daily life, to
Increase their sense of value, safety and belonging, develop the quality of gratitude
and resilience and realize how incredible and capable they are of becoming who
they truly wish to become.

Besides all these, the healing me project strives to make them see healing from a
broader angle where human connection and the impact we have on each other’s life
through the way of being becomes key elements in the healing process.@

Specific techniques can help in achieving that.

Breathing, sound therapy, mediation, yoga, art and mindfulness are some of the
techniques that the healing me project chooses to go with and share with our
participants.

Read more about the ~healing me~ project here: https://biLly/3EIsFkB

RSSOt
If you want to support this Project you can donate here @@
Paypal account: paypal enceforchildrengr

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERMNATIOMNAL-ELLINIKO TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

oo-‘: 17 T kowonorios

o Mou apéoed! J Ixeho > Kowemnainan -
e TPOJTE Evat THaMO.. = €

" Defence for Children International Greece
! &

This is K. When we first met him, he was an unaccompanied minor from Bangladesh.
Parks and squares, as well as shared apartments with adults became his home. DCI
and To s Days, under the Themida project, provided holistic support
to the boy. Today, after a long, but rewarding process, K. came by the office to
receive his tickets! His family reunification case is positive and he will soon be safe
with his relative in Europe. =

From the streets of Athens, K will be able to fulfil his dreams, study and start a new
life. His wide smile when he held his ticket is the ultimate reward for all of us in
Themida team!

Good luck, K! @
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are the only human rights group that focuses on
children in Palestine...

Instead of worrying about exposing the violations of the
occupation  against children, we've "had “to " defend
ourselves.”

AYED ABU EQTAISH | Accountability Program Director DCI-P

#StandWithTheé

n
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‘There is only one earth. No other place to go to. We need to live together in peace’
says Mahbube, 16 years old, from Afghanistan.

Watch in this first video of the series "When we Connect’, Mahbube and Nantina
talking about hope, girl's rights,resilience and beauty in people's souls.

We invite you to get inspired and delve into deep and real talk with the people you
cross path with in your work, When we trully connect and hear each other, we heal a
part of ourselves and a part of this world, @

(Bare with some sound issues in the first minutes, It gets better along the way 1)

Enjoy and follow us tor more videos and real connections #

Q0% 9
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Last Tuesday (October 19, 2021), the Israeli Ministry of Defense declared Defence for

Children International- Palestine and five other Palestinian Human Rights

organizations in the Occupied Palestinian Territory to be “terrorist organizations”,

Over the past several years, Israeli, Palestinian, and international Human Rights and
humanitarian organizations had to operate in situation of armed conflict where
perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity acted freely.

'We, as DC| Greece, condemn the attempt by the Israeli authorities to criminalize and
eliminate our Palestinian colleagues’ lawful work.



QOrganizations, such as DCIP, devoted to defend and promote the Rights of Children
should NOT be a target, Let's ensure to hold Israeli authorities accountable for their
actions.

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN
INTERNATIONAL
GREECE
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‘We are delighted for your engagement at yesterday’s training! Full of excitement,
we are preparing the second part for Saturday &

tn Lt Lﬂ«.’/ Iy
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Thank you all for the great response we got on our training call |

Only a few days left, so If you wish to gain certified knowledge on how to

successfully support unaccompanied children on the maove with their family

reunification claims under Dublin Il = don't forget to join our two days training

delivered by our experts!

You will receive all the necessary material, theory, practical cases, checklists and tips
but also, a certificate of attendance, Jj

| Participation is secured upon

filling this form:

https://docs.google.com/.. 1 FAIpQLSeEmS.. fviewform.,
and

Smaking a donation of 75euros to DC-Greece (write ‘training‘on the donation
transaction).

T When?



20 October 5 17.00-20.00

®23 October £ 11.00-14.00

B Where? Cnline

£ Application deadline: 18/10 11

IBAN: GR1902602670000310200518604

DEFEMCE FOR CHILDREN INTERMATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

eforchild

Paypal account: paypal.ms

Looking forward to meeting you all!

FAMI
REUNIFICATIC
UNDER DUBLIN 111

F

REGISTER NOI/V_.,\L
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Have you registered yet on DCIG's training on family reunification? &

1 Participation is secured upon:

o filling this form 4 htty
&
« making a donation of 75euros to DCI-Greece (write ‘training’on the donation
transaction).
T When?
20 October 5 17.00-20.00
23 October 5 11.00-14.00
B Where? Online
£ Application deadline: 18/10 11
1BAN: GR1902603670000310200518604
DEFEMCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA
Bank: Eurobank

Paypal account: pay
We are excited to meet you at this online course

DONKTION:

TRAINING ON FAMILY e
RECNIFICATION
UNDER DUBLIN I11
s

WEDNESDAY 20 OCTOBER
17:00- 20:00

+ INTRODUCTION TO THE DUBLIN il REGULATION

« HOW TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT THE CLAIM FILE
EFFECTIVELY

« COOPERATION WITH THE DUBLIN AUTHORITY

SATURDAY 23 OCTOBER
11:00- 14:00

» HOW TO WRITE THE BEST INTERESTS ASSESSMENT REPORT
+ HOW TO DO CASE MANAGEMENT




HOW TO EFFECTIVELY FIGHT AGAINST REJECTIONS

INFORMATION: IR)

Q0O 2 KOWOTOUOEL,

Lf:‘; Mou apéoed! I',__J Iyoho A Kowomoinon .v
Q TR TE Eva oloMo

" Defence for Children International Greece

1 2021 @

APPA.DCISGMAIL.COM

Today is the international day of the girl child! %#

Women and girls make up around 50 per cent of any refugee, intemnally displaced or
stateless population, and those who are unaccompanied are especially vulnerable. In
many cases, girl refugees fall victims of sexual violence or trafficking.

It's every state's duty to incorporate gender provisions in all legislative and policy
decisions.

It's every state‘s obligation to make education accessible to them. To offer them
with the space and the means to become who they dream to become@@

It's our duty to keep fighting, until every single one of them is safe and efficiently
supported all along their way of being and becoming &

Fdonl_leavelhe salong
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN

INTERNATIONAL
GREECE

International Day of the
Girl Child
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‘World Mental Health Day!

H. is a 17 year old unaccompanied girl who suffered from severe depression and
tried to take her life when she was in a RIC on Lesvos. She has since been
transferred to a shelter in Athens and with the help of psychologists, managed to
overcome her depression, “today | am good, nothing compares to the despair of the
camp,” she says.

We are in the midst of a national mental health and human-rights crisis when it
comes to asylum-seekers and refugees in Greece, especially children, and the
national collective capacity to care for these survivors via evidence-based mental
health interventions is strikingly limited.

In Greece, young asylum-seekers are the most at risk of developing mental health
disorders and a wide range of emotional problems due to the often-hostile
environments, the imbalance and insecurity they experience daily.

The lockdown measures, the movement restrictions and the suspension of asylum
procedures further led to a deterioration of mental health in the RICs, as it was
reported by Borders Without Borders (MSF). They reported alarmingly higher levels
of depression and suicidal thoughts among children since the beginning of the
pandemic.

It's heartbreaking to see so many children and young people are struggling with
mental health issues, and how little we are doing to support them,

We urge the government to invest in health services, and as a collective, we must
keep fighting the stigma of seeking help. &

#dont_leavethekidsalone

MENTAL HEALTH
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"CHILDREN'S PROBLEMS ARE OFTEN
BRUSHED AWAY BECAUSE WE ARE
CHILDREN. BUT WE HAVE FEELINGS
AND NEEDS THAT ARE NOT LISTENED
TO, ESF‘!’.CMLLE;S}I ASYLUM-

SEEKERS'
- AFGHAN GIRL, 77
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN
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Grateful for being back with the African Women Community for a powerful

information session A
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' Is detention the best the world can give me? '

1 Ko

& Kowomoinan -

E Read the full articie, written by our Director, Nantina Tsekeri hosted in the latest
issue of the DCI "'Child Rights Observer’ , along with other powerful written pieces

on children deprived of liberty.

=niceforchildren.

L& Find it here & hitps

JEN-O

er-Autumn,
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= Why should | attend DCIG's training on family reunification?

& Family reunification is a priority and vital concern for people on the move. From
our experience however, bringing together protection seekers and their relatives
often turns into a lengthy, cumbersome and unsafe process that was exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

B AIDAs |atest report on the application of the Dublin Il Regulation in 2020
confirms this, showcasing a low number of transfers, a disregard for the family
provisions, and other implementation gaps that call into question the operability of
the current Dublin system.

i Of the 29 countries represented in the report, only three achieved Dublin
transfers in more than half the procedures they initiated, while more than half of EU
States have a transfer rate below 30%. A wide range of legal and practical obstacles
in family reunification procedures put refugees and their relatives in harm's way:
from the strict definition of the eligibility criteria, the tight deadlines and the
housing requirements to the waiting period and high costs at different stages of the
process, right to family life is often not respected.

11 In this light, DCIG will hold a two-day online training on family reunification of
vulnerable children under Dublin 11l on the 20th and 23rd of October, B

& During this training, our experts will share their extensive knowledge and
experience in this procedure in order for participants to successfully support
vulnerable children with their family.

S#Register for the training here - https//forms.gie/bByal EZXsTvBgWrze
Read more about the training here .
https://www.facebook.com/568367083369721/posts/1739807182892366,/7d=n

S Read AIDA's report hitps//asylumineurope.org/../AIDA_Dublin-Update-
2020.pdf

DUBLIN 111

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN
INTERNATIONAL
GREECE
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Following the success of our previous training on family reunification, and upon
your request, we are bringing it back! &
50, if you wish to gain certified knowledge on how to support unaccompanied
children on the move with their family reunification claims under Gublin |Il, you can
Join our two days training delivered by our experts and receive all the necessary
material, theory, practical cases, checklists and tips so to become an impactful
supparter to the
children who seek your assistance.

D}l Greece has become ene of the main European actors successfully supporting
hundreds of unaccompanied children with their family reunification claims during
the last five years.

Our team of experts wishes to share with you their deep knowledge on how to
navigate through such a complex and bureaucratic process while maintain high
quality assistance to the children.

All sessions will be coupled by real cases that we will get to resolve together and
checklist on the steps and tips you need to follow.

B Participants will receive a centificate of attendance.

| Participation is secured upon:

o filling this form & httpsy//docs.google.com/ /1TFAIpQLSemS...Aviewform.,
&

« making a donation of 75euros to DCI-Greece {write ‘training‘on the donation
transaction).

T When?
820 October [ 17.00-20.00



#23 October & 11.00-14.00
M Where? Cnline
£ Application deadline: 18/10 11

IBAN: GR19026023670000310200518604

DEFEMCE FOR CHILDREN INTERMATIOMAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Banlk: Eurobank

Paypal account: paypal.me/defenceforchildrengr

‘We are excited to meet you at this online course

Register now for our

On the 20th & 23th of
October 2021

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN
INTERNATIONAL
GREECE
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1 The Taliban Ministry of Education ordered male students and teachers from the
Gth to the 12th grade to report to their schoals. The announcement, did not
mention female students at all, sowing fears that girls would once again be excluded
from secondary education. s

# article 28 of the UNCRC says that children and young people have the right to
education no matter who they are: regardless of race, gender or disability; if they're
in detention, or if they're a refugee.

£ Afghanistan has ratified the convention in 1994. Denying access to education, is
a clear violation of children's rights,

& Those in power must let girls retum to school! Any conversation on Afghanistan
must have women's & girls' rights at the core.

Read more & https.//bit ly/3EVWek1
w The Guardian

[+ v 3 KONOTIOIBEL,
oY Mou apéoent (J Ixeho A Kowomoinon .'
Q TRATE Evar oxaho.. 20 & @

Defence for Children International Greece
& 28 Eem jpiow 2021 -

Have you read our latest newsletter? &
You can find it here 4-https:/bit.ly/2zPlojx

If you wish to receive our latest news, actions and stay updated, you can subscribe
to our newsletter here J- hitps//bit.ly/2xucF3i

#dont_le hekidsalone
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‘We all try to do our best every single day,

Oursefves, as professionals, delivering hope and services into a very challenging
context. You, the children we support, working on your beautiful expansion, no
matter the current reality you face. Despite the great motive and effort, there are
days that we do not feel good enough or that we are progressing with our goals. ®
In these very moments, we invite you not to forget how far you have come and
salute YOU for all the focus and energy put. @

Taking you from here to there -whatever your destination is- takes time. But you will
get there.s &

Till then a wee reminder to ~be gentle with yourself~

~healing me~
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As this week marks the beginning of a new schoolyear and the return to class for
children in Greece, we should remind ourselves that adequate education has the
power to propel any student towards future success. For refugee children—whose
earty lives are often defined by instability of displacement—the academic, social,
and environmental aspects of attending school build crucial tools supporting
advancement later in life.

Yet, a recent report by Human Rights Watch found that “fewer than 1 in ¥ children
living in camps attended school at all last year”™. The lack of transportation from
camps to schools, understaffing and malfunctioning of reception classes, a lack of
spots available at schools and kindergartens as well as resistance by school
administrations and local communities against enrolling refugee and migrant
children have been the most important barriers, with the situation being particularty
bad for children living in camps on the Greek Aegean Islands, where access to
schools in the local communities has long been “almost non-existent” for these
children.

At DO, we believe that the measures taken by the Greek government to tackle the
€19 pandemic normalized the exclusion and ghettoization of refuges and asylum-
seeking children, and it is clear that Greece has continuously failed to live up to its
obligation to ensure all children can access education,

We therefore urgently call upon the Greek go t and the European Union to
take urgent action to ensure that no child is left without schooling.

is the most

weapon
which you can
[
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A 16 year old unaccompanied girl, mother of a 5 month old baby, victim of abuse

from her 30 year old husband, reached out to us, asking for help.

An individually tailored plan was developed , by involving and activating all
competent authorities, to take urgent action for their protection, &

Hawever, instead of protection, she was a victim of serious institutional violence,
« Two policemen, dressed in civilian clothes, knocked on her door and ordered her

to follow them. There was no interpretation, nor explanation provided to her, The
girl thought she was being abducted by her husband's people.

L The juvenile prosecutor had ordered their immediate transfer to a children's
hospital, so they can stay there, until a state shelter was granted.

However:

L no one from the authorities was aware that a shelter was granted this morning
from the competent authority of accommodation. There was no need for them to be
transferred to the hospital

- the children’s hospital could not anyway accommodate them, because she was
over 15 years old

4 their detention at the police station under ‘protective custody' was decided
After monitoring the situation and coordinating the case management with all

authorities, we managed to find a way for her to remain in quarantine, in a safe
enviranment, until the procedures for the transfer to her shelter are completed.

In case an NGO was not involved:
L There would be no coordination and information shared between all competent
authorities
4 the mother and the child would not have any knowledge of all the procedures
taking place on their behalf
. the police would have be searching for a shelter, dupiicating the efforts already
made
4 the mother and the baby would have remained in ‘protective custody’ in a police
cell for days
1 This complicated case is 2 clear example that, despite the willingness of all the
authorities to help, and despite their active involvement, there is serious lack of:
®coordination,
S case management &
®communication,
amongst all the actors forming the official protection system in Greece,

Until this reality changes, more children will be harmed by the system in place
destined to protect them.

These services are delivered in the context of Themida Greece project, implemented
in collaboration with Together for Better Days 4
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Today, a 16 year oid homeless, unaccompanied child, received his ticket, to join his
relative in italy. This ticket represents more than just transportation. It's the ticket to
his new life. From now on, this boy, will finally be safe again, He will be able to go to
school, make friends and start a new life.



AND WE 00 3il TNESE TOgetner with 107 ¥S IN OPEraton of our
common Themida Greece project which supports hollistically unaccompanied
children on the maove

Good luck, S. We will never forget you! @
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We are back and ready for yet another impactiul season! @@ Coordinating our
efforts to offer the best to the unaccompanied minors who will reach our Themida
Greece team!

Themida Greece project, in partnership with T ¢s offers hol

child protection services to unaccompanied minors in Greece,

W Defence for Children International Greece
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11 URGENT I

Yesterday, our Helpdesk received crucial information about alleged actions of ill-
treatment and torture that have been committing against Afghan refugee children
and their families abandoned on an island 266 between Tadjikistan and Afghanistan.

-Brief factual context:

On Sunday 22/8/¢

80 Afghan

ple including children, mostly girls above the
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daughters from the Taliban's hands, Talibans earlier last week, had issued lists with
the names of the families that had daughters aged above 14 years old.

Tadjikistan is one of the neighboring countries to Afghanistan, When the 80
refugees reached the borders with Tadjikistan, they claimed international
protection,

In response to that, the police in charge beaten them forcibly, stole their personal
Items, denied them access to asylum and transferred them on ‘island 266" between
Tadjikisatn and Afghanistan

The refugee population is left there without any food or water, they have been
eating wood from the ground. In the night they are exposed to very cold weather
conditi without any shelter, There are a few police officers guarding the island,
who have been threatening the population asking them to remain silent when they
ask about their future, The police told them that if they allow them to proceed with
Intermational protection they will be exposed as failing their duties,

We have been highty concerned about the alleged ill treatment and torture that
these people have been exposed to and the high risk of their life.

| Since yesterday, together with our Offices in Geneva, we have mobilized the
relevant UN Special Rapporteurs, other Stakeholders, as well as, the Permanent
Representative of the Republic of Tadjikistan to the UN Office in Geneva and we are
still looking forward to receive news.

Any contact with the refugees on the island is cut since yesterday midday.

In our view, this alarming situation constitutes a profoundly strong evidence of the
failure of the neighboring countries to Afghanistan to offer to the people in run
what they are legally and morally entitied to. Their right o seek international
protection and safety in dignity,

This development advances our argument that Europe needs to do its fair share in
supporting displaced people. Otherwise the neighboring countries will no longer be
willing or able to host the vast majority of those displaced from Afghanistan.
Furthermore, the international community as a whole needs to cooperate in creating
safe passage for the Afghan refugees and holding accountable states that break
their international obligations.

We also highlight that all these need to be put in place immediately and befare
mare atrocities like this occur in the next days to come, These people are refugees
and they are entitled human rights under internatic law

While we are working on additional strategic ways to ensure protection for these
children abandoned with their families now on island 266, it is paramount to spread
widely the message of the urgent need to access international protection and the
creation of safe pathways for people fleeing Afghanistan,

Yesterday, the people on island 266 in their last contact with other v said that

they wanted all of us to know.

Dl Greece aims to ensure through its actions that children's voice is heard and their
rights are fully respected in practice. Help us be next to the children in need by
donating here @

Paypal account:
1BAN: GR1902603670000310200518604
DEFENCE FCR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA

Swift: ERBKGRAA
Bank: Eurcbank
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As an NGO working on asylum and migration and supporting unaccompanied
children, as well as, families fleeing persecution in their home country, we are
alarmed about the situation in Afghanistan and concemed abaove all about the
security of the people of Afghanistan, both those within the country and those
displaced and seeking protection in the region and beyond.

[uring these critical times, we merge our strengths with a big network of European
Organisations and we ask the following urgent response for the Europe and the EU
States:

1) Evacuation, resettlement and other safe routes to protection for Afghans

2) Humanitarian assistance

3) Re-establish security for the people of Afghanistan

4) Access to asylum in Europe and ensure rapid access to fair asylum procedure;
preparations should be made in Europe now

Read the full text here 4 hitpsy//itly/3gypMcH




and share with your networks and policy-makers

We need to recall EU and EU States on their moral and legal obligations towards
those in need of international protection.

n"
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People of Afghanistan are in
imminent threat of their life.

Evacuations must extended beyond
31st of August.
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Afghanistan August 2021,
And the echo of those people’s call on humanity for imminent protection has
reached us stronger than ever,

'My sister is hidding from the Talibans on the basement of our house They entered
the next house and kidnapped the girls' one of the texts that we have recieved from
the children we supported in the past to gain asylum in Greece.

And all this while European States were scheduling return flights to Afghanistan the
one after another. While Greece listed Turkey as a safe 3rd country for Afghans
denying them their right to a fair asylum procedure.

AL this very mement we expect that the globe won't repeat the crimes committed
an EU soil with the Syrian refugee ‘crisis’,

‘We anticipate to see in place imminent relocation schemes, prima facie refugee
recognition and a degnified reception context.We want to see legal and moral
obligations fulfilled.

We need to experience a restoration of humanity,

From our side, our Helpdesk will be ready to support the children, single mothers

and families with whom our paths will cross.
Until then we urge a fair asylum process to get back to life in Greece,

Let's make history this time all together as a whole.till this painful echo is replaced
by joyful soul music.
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&
. Bringing families together !

We have good news! One of our young
clients is now in the UK surrounded by
his family who love him to the moon and
back. Abdul was 17 and alone when we
met him in the camp on Lesvos, now at
long last he is safe x

(@ Choose Love @
\ 1k 1@

This is what it's all about @

Abdul is finally back together with his family after an unthinkably awful year
alone in the camp on the Greek island of Lesvos,

Reuniting him with his family was an unbearably long and complicated |;r(‘u‘5>
anly made possible by the heroic efforts of our partner T etter Da

This team, together with Defence for Children Internat supported
Abdul through multiple appeals, DNA |.=-[| g and legal Ldllh‘b Thﬂy\wre there
for him every step of the way - and finally, after all the hard work had paid off,
they waved him off at the airport

It's painful to imagine b
this threat is all too real

"y Mou apéoel! () Ixonmeo =
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“When | left my country, a kind white man told me he would help me reach Europe,
study and find a job. When we reached Turkey, his behaviour changed. He started
treating me bad, locked me in a room and forced me to have sex with countless
men every day. | though | would never escape this hell. | only wanted to die.”

This is the story of A, a 16 year old unaccompanied boy, A survivor, w
share his strong message with the world

Today is the World Day against Trafficking in persons. Every year, thousands of
children, women and men fall into the hands o ffickers, in their own countries
and abroad. According to Article 35 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
“The government should take all measures possible to make sure children are
not abducted, sold or trafficked,” Child trafficking is the act of recruiting, harboring,
or transporting a child for the purpose of labor or sexual exploitation. A violation of
a child's rights that harms their welfare and development,
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"Thank you, thank you! | have no words to express how happy | am. | will finally have
a bed and be safe’

These are the words of an unaccompanied child, that was transferred today to a safe
shelter for minors. He was one of the many children living rough on the streets of
Athens, with no access to food, water and exposed to many dangers. ' So many
people come near me and scare me at night', is the first thing he tald us. The
second thing he told us was ' | haven't eaten in 3 days’,

After working on an Individually tailored plan, an emergency response was
scheduled, under the Themida Greece project, in collaboration with Together for

- The boy received food and we started working on finding him a shelter,
by informing all competent authorities. Within a week, the boy was transferred and
today he will sleep relaxed and happy, after a long time.

Every child regardless of origin and legal status has the ultimate right to protection
and a dignified life. These rights are envisaged inthe UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child and it constitutes binding law.
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‘Today we feel that we can breathe again with our positive asylum decision! If we
hadn't flew Iran back then, now we would have been sold to marry those old men
our brother chose for us. We came here to live as free women and choose the life
we want without violence'

‘We have been legally supporting them along their asylum journey and gave big
fights to ensure this posiive outcome.

‘We offered our services as part of our ‘Themida' amazing praject run in
collaboration with Together for Better Days A

Today, they received asylum in Greece and restorative justice happened to them and
through them to all young girls and women who have to remind this world that are
born free away from violence.

They did suffer a lot along their journey, but their resilience and success has a
healing effect to this wounded part inside every woman,
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Have you read our latest newsletter? o

You can find it here o 1
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If you wish to receive our latest news, actions and stay updated, you can subscribe

to our newsletter here iy, 3
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Our Facebook live is over, but you can still revisit it on our Facebook page! Thank

int_leavethekidsalone

you all for participating! @
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Mpila Matondo @ 600
There is a large French-speaking community following you but they
cannot hear anything

Mou apion!  Amévtnon 1 3 o0

Defence for Children International Greece & (000
Mpila Matondo Everything seems to be working now! Please
check again &

Mou apdos  Amévnan
8 Anael Defikab ® 000

Mpila Matondo ici ils ne tiennent pas comple de la grande
famille francophone ils savent que nols allons nous débroullier

Mou apionl  Amdurnon  Asite Tn prragppadn
@ o

Mipe Péypdy 10,08
Nice voice o

Mou apéon!  Amévrnan

Mipa Péypdy - 2:21
Someone can told me about relocation program?

Mou apion!  Amdvrnon
' Defence for Children International Greece & (.00
Mipa Paypav we have sent you a personal message!
Mov apton!  Amovimon
. Mipa Pdypdy - 210
| sent you message to please check it

Mow apeon!  Amovrnyon

@ Aicrehor= oo ki
. HelenaUs @  jg4a
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Mou apton!  Amévrnon
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It's time for your lunch break! ¢

Defence for Children International Greece
y 021 @

Join us in 20 minutes, on our youth led live event on faceboook! Don't miss it! g
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‘I need to be called by my name and it's Neda not refugee’
Don't miss our youth-led event, today at 14.30
https.//fh.me/e/VySRgXad
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“We are more than a Refugee” youth led live event tomorrow at 14:30!! Meet
Arash;

“I have been playing guitar ¢ for so long and yet the don't call me guitarist but
they do call me refugee”

Daon't miss it !

Event ; https.//fb.me/e/NySRgXad
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“We are more than a Refugee” live event organised by 5 talented former chiidren
on the move this Monday at 14:30!! Meet Mahbobe :

Every littie thing has effect,

So why we are not care of what we think what we say and what we do?!
Every fittie thing has effect in other's people life

S0 please care.

Sharing is caring as you know so share everything you have:)

We have just one earth.@Q)

Event ;
https://fh.me/e
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‘Thank you sa much for helping me. Nobody believed 1 was a child, they registered
me as an adult without even asking me. | am finally safe, | have a bed and peace of
mind.'

Last month, we were made aware of the case of an alleged minor who claimed to be
a 15-year old, but who had been registered as an adult by the authorities, without
prior proceeding with an age assessment, when he arrived on Lesvos. Because of
this wrong age registration, he could not receive the protection he was entitled as a
minor.

'We immediately submitted a legal report raising doubts about his age written in
his asylum card, trying to convince the authorities to order this age assessment
procedure. Our intervention led to an age assessment that proved the child was
indeed under 18 years old!

& The child has since been transferred to a safe accommaodation for UAMs.

11 Although this case has a happy ending, it highlights one of the big problems in
Greece; the misidentification of children at the borders and the difficulty to reverse
the registration, We find that officials who register new arrivals often arbitrarily
record children’s ages as older than the children themselves give, and this has been
happening for years, seemingly without any improvement recorded,

"They registered me as an adult
without even asking me.."
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#+ Call for a Coalition of Willing EU Countries to Relocate Refugees Now On the
occasion of the European Council meeting on 24-25 June 11

D}l GREECE, together with other organizations, in light of Portugal's Presidency of
the Council of the European Union and the upcoming Council meeting on 24-25
June, calls to bring together a coalition of willing Member States to initiate a
concerted effort around relocation, starting with 5.000 vulnerable people from
Greece.

Read more: hitps://bit

gkzPMk
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‘I am an Afghan and have been living all my life as a refugee. | was bornin Iran and
treated as invisible, no documents, no school, only racism. Then, | came Lo Greece
and nothing really changed. | want to let you know that | am a human being. CAN
YOU SEE me?'

Leyla 14 year old asked us to share this message with all of you for this year's World
Refugee Day.

She writes poems and dreams to become a writer.

‘Will £U let her live a normal life where she will be seen as someone more than a
refugee?

Unfortunately, in the light of the new Ministerial Decision in Greece that deprives
thousands of children like her to have a fair examination of their asylum claim for
protection...Leyla's wish will fall into the cracks. She will be thrown as a ping-pong
ball from one country to another, as a refugee with no rights, and a future life
trapped into the concentration camps of this world.

#dont_leavethekidsalone

o
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Released and safe from deportation 11

Yesterday afternoon, we received a phone call from an individual, informing us that
asingle mother 4 from Congo with severe health issues was in detention and
about to be deported, after going into a police station to declare that she lost her
wallet,

‘We were shocked to hear that her 5 year old child was in school at that time and
that the palice together with the mother, visited the school using the patrol car so
as take him and place him in detention as well.

. We immediately started working on an individually tailored plan, in order to get
the mother and child released, as well as make sure that the child would be safe and
not be separated from the mother in any case. After countless contacts and legal
reports to all competent authorities and within a few hours, last night, the mother
and her child were released, We are now supporting them with their asylum case,
ensuring at the same time their psychosocial and well being by linking them to
relevant actors.

17 The story of this mother and son is an indicative example of the existing
deficiencies on the humanitarian response within the asylum procedures. Individual
circumstances, such as severe health issues, being a victim of trafficking etc fall into
cracks. Proper legal aid is crucial, in order to ensure all asylum seekers receive
correct information regarding their rights and guarantee their access to the existing
procedures. At the same time child friendly procedures and justice needs to get in
place asap for all these children suffering from this extreme institutional violence.
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Mou apiged  Amavenon 1o

L ? Abdul Rashid
’ You are really doing a great and amazing work. God bless you and
your entire colleagues

Mou apeom!  Amavenom 1 3o o 2

@l Achiaa Mary
God bless u for your good work
Mou apéon! Améavinon 10
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This is I. We first met him 3 years ago. He was an unaccompanied, unregistered
child, trying to navigate through the complex asylum system

‘We still remember his first request. A new dictionary to learn Greek, because
someone stole his. The fire inside him and urge to reach his highest potential was
always inspiring:

He went to school and studied hard, day and night, despite the difficulties. Now he
is studying to become an assistant pharmacist, and he is doing also his intemship
ina pharmacy! He has never forgotten us, and he comes by the office to check on
us regularty.

Keep going, I! We couldn’t be more proud of you! @
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Ihtisham my best friend I'm so happy brother @@ have a good life
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*" Stathis Chrysafis
He is the best! Always focused on his goals.
Just proud of him!
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These are the moments that give us the strength to keep going. When our
emergency response finally leads a child to safety and a brighter future. @

e

Together for Better Days

RAPID RESPONSE: CHILD PROTECTION | |

S journeyed from Bangladesh alone. He was only 16. As an unaccompanied child
sleeping on the streets of Athens, S was at high risk. People around S abused
him & tried to steal from him. With no food or basic necessities, S was a child in
danger.

This is how Better Days & O Childre

| Greece responded:

3 17.30: S contacts Themida Greece Helpdesk

) 18.00: A Risk Assessment identifies his needs

{5 18.30: Rapid Response alert made to Outreach Team

3 19.00: Qutreach Team briefs & begins response

5 20.0x S is identified & moved to an emergency safe space



E} 23.00: We facilitate a COVID test for §
5 23.10: We tell S our next steps to keep him safe
5 23.15: Immediate risk averted - S has food & is away from the initial danger

& NEXT DaAY: S attends his first legal appointment. We provide him with
clothes, PPE & a hygiene kit. A first medical check up with Medical Volunteers
International eV, is also arranged.

[ DAY 2: We organise 2-week's food delivery for 5. His first PSS session is
booked in with our psychologist. S is escorted to each appointment for his well-
being.

& 2 WEEKS ON: After passing his medical tests, S is accepted into a formal
shelter,

Yee
Since this point we have supported S step-by-step, providing PSS sessions,
supporting his legal case & responding to basic assistance needs.

We work everyday to identify & support children at risk because
unaccompanied asylum seeking children must receive the aid & rights they
deserve.

W can't thank you enough! You make this possible. Donate today:
https//golo.ga/45017

Q02
5 Mou apécer! (] Ixoho A Kowemoinan o-
Q TPAYTE £vx OXOMO... =@ @

Defence for Children International Greece
1 lowvigu 2027 - @

For A Europe That Truly Protects - Joint NGO Policy Erief on the Screening
Regulation Proposal

‘While a new start is urgently needed to ensure Europe's approach to migration
upholds key EU values of human dignity, equality, equity and human rights, DCI
Greece, together with 22 other NGOs working in Greece have serious concems
about elements of the proposed Screening Regulation.

We urge EU policy makers to revise the proposal, which risks undermining refugees
and migrants’ rights and compounding the suffering of people seeking safety and
protection in the EU.

We urge them to:

. Protect the most vulnerable

& Safeguard the right to asylum

& Ensure adequate conditions

4 Prevent unlawful detentions

L Guarantee independent oversight

Read more: hitps.//eurescue.org/../Screening%20Policy%:20Brief_0.pdf
& lustration by Jocie Juritz / IRC
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‘It was only 2 days ago that | was sleeping alone out in the streets, beaten up and
afraid. And today | have a bag of clothes, all of you and 3 home to go'... and then he
gave us his biggest smilegs !

Homelesness and invisibility is thee extreme form of violence a minor can
encounter. And unfortunately, it happens to many of them every day in Athens.

3 With our immidiate response services we aim to break the circle of violence and
bring these children back to safety. Shelter was found within some days for them
while they started receiving our holistic services based on an individually tailored
plan of support.

And we do all these together with Together for Better Days in operation of our
common Themida Greece project which supports hollistically unaccompanied
children on the maove.

This photo captures the last minutes we shared with them before they depart to
their new home, their new life J_

#dont_leavethekidsalone
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Qur 2nd training day on family reunification of unaccompanied children under
Drubdin 1I1'is successfully done

‘We are overwhelmed by the great attendance and engagement! We all felt so much
empowered and inspired in the end! i

Thank you all and as we promised we will be back with more trainings!!
Feel free to keep emailing us about the topics that interest you!
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Qur training on family reunification under Dublin 11l regulation has started!! Thank
you all for participating!

Introduction - Dublin Ill Regulation

teless npplies for international jirotection in 2 MS
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Inspiring workshop today with practitioners from all around the globe led by
International Detention Coalition! 1§ 4 # Honored to be invited to contribute to
the platform!Together Stronger in the fight against child migrant detention.
Together more impactful in promoting community leadership and empowering the
youth leaders of tomorrow i,

©0
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= Only 2 days left for our training on Family reunification under Dublin Il
Regulation! 2y

The Coordinator of the Outgoing Requests Department from the National Dublin
Unit, as well as a Dublin Case Worker will be participating in the training!

So, if you wish to gain certified knowledge on how to successfully support
unaccompanied children on the move with their family reunification claims under
Cublin il = don't forget to join our two days training!

You will receive all the necessary material, theory, practical cases, checklists and tips
but also, a certificate of attendance. Jj

1 Participation is secured upon filling this form

httpsy//forms

and making a donation of 75euros to DCl-Greece (write ‘training‘'on the donation
transaction).

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKC TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

Paypal account: paypal ceforchildrengr

Look forward to meeting you all!

TEFENCE FOR CHILOREN TMining on

ansiod 43 Farni
Reunification

under Dublin

Wednesday 12 MAY 17:00 - 20:00
-Introduction to the Dublin 111
tio

Regulation

- How to prepare and submit the
claim file effectively
-Cooperation with the Dublin
Authoriy

Saturday 15 MAY 11:00 - 14:00
~How to write the Best Interests
Assessment report
- How to do case management
-How to effectively fight against
rejections
Information: irispappa.dci@gmail.com

a 5 1 Kowomnainon
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Thank you all for the massive response we got on our training call 1 »
Only ane week left, so If you wish to gain certified knowledge on how to
successfully support unaccompanied children on the mave with their family
reunification claims under Dublin Il 2 don't forget to join our two days training
delivered by our experts!
You will receive all the necessary material, theory, practical cases, checklists and tips
but also, a certificate of attendance, |
1 Participation is secured upon filling this form
https/orms.gle/p55zdBHWZZK2mGkY7
and making a donation of 75euros to DCIl-Greece (write ‘training’on the donation
transaction).
IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL-ELLINIKC TMIMA
Swift: EREKGRAA
Bank: Eurobank

Paypal account: paypal.me/detenceforchildrengr

Look forward to meeting you all!
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under Dublin
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o Wednesday 12 MAY 17:00 - 20:00
|12 -mntroduction to the Dublin TII
. - How to prepare and submit the
claim file

-Cooperation with the Dublin
Authoriy

Saturday 15 MAY 1100 - 14:00

-How to write the Best Interests
- How to do case t
~How to effectively fight against
rejections

n: irispappa.dci@gmail.com
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DI Greece has a newsletter &

Read our first newsletter 4 https,//790023b4-e73d-4390-abo5-
Fr68d5355d24 filesusr.com...

If you wish to receive our latest news, actions and stay updated, you can subscribe
to our newsletter here - hitpsy//bitly/3xuck 3

=dont_leavethekidsalone
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A big thank to @evaZhelpinghands and @evagreece2020 for her endless support to
the most vulnerable refugees in Greece. You have been by our side for years now
allowing us to offer a better now and future to these people A 25 kids with their
families will be placed out of streets and receive full support in the next months

#nofamilyleftbehind

Tack @eva2helpinghands
for the generous donation A

You are always by the side
of the most vulnerable
people /A 25 kids with their

families will be fully
supported and removed
from the streets
#nofamilyleftbehind
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§+ Do you wish to gain certified knowledge on how to successfully support
unaccompanied children on the move with their family reunification claims under
Dublin 1z =

Join our two days training delivered by our experts and receive all the necessary
material, theory, practical cases, checklists and tips so to become an impactful
supporter to the

children who seek your assistance.

DI Greece has become one of the main European actors successfully supporting

hundreds of unaccompanied children with their family reunification claims during
the last five years.

Our team of experts wishes to share with you their deep knowledge on how to
navigate through such a complex and bureaucratic process while maintain high
quality assistance to the children.

All sessions will be coupled by real cases that we will get to resolve together and
checklist on the steps and tips you need to follow,

You will also get to interact with Dublin Unit officials and children on the move so to
ask questions and gain more understanding on your key role in assisting them,
B Participants will receive a certificate of attendance.

I Participaticn is secured upaon filling this form
hitps://forms.gle/p55zdBHWzzK2mGKVT
and making a donation of 75euros to DCl-Greece (write 'training'on the donation
transaction).

IBAN: GR19026036700003 10200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIOMNAL-ELLINIKO TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

Paypal account: paypal.me/defenceforchildrengr

We are excited to meet you at this online course!

hael -]
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN Tmll.'“ng on
INTERNATIDNAL Fﬂ.l'l'“

Reunification
hli"‘ldel" Dublin

Wednesday 12 MAY 17:00 - 20:00

' =Introduction to the Dublin ITI
Regulation
- How to prepare and submit the
claim file effectively
~Cooperation with the Dublin
horiy

Saturday 15 MAY 11.00 - 14:00
19 —How to write the Best Interests
Assessment
- How to do case management
-How to effectively fight against
rejections
Information: irispappa.dci@gmail.com
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Moments of blessing in cur work @@

This 16 year old unaccompanied boy, after months of being invisible, with no access
o the asylum procedures, no knowledge of his rights to apply for family
reynification, sleeping rough on the streets and experiencing homelessness first
hand, in great risk of exploitation, is now in a safe shelter, fully registered, waiting to
Jjoin a family member in Europe.

After a few weeks of him being in the shelter, he sent us this message. He only
wanted to let us know that now, after a long time, he feels safe and happy.

For us, the best reward of our work is making these children feel that they are not
alone, but there is a safe space to refer to, not only for their trauma, but also for
their happiness.

This is the ultimate goal of our worke This is why we keep fighting for them.

Yasyas, mem.

I'm

| Hope you are well, | am very well in my
new shelter. Thanks for everything.

Oh, | am so so so happy!!! | am sure you
will have a great life, because you
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March ended on a positive note! During the month of March:

1 Ampihic

#. 16 homeless children, sleeping rough on the streets or in shared apartments with
adults, in high risk of exploitation, were transferred to a safe shelter

12 children managed to access the asylum procedure and receive their asylum
documents

41 child received a positive family reunification decision and will soon be safe with
his relative in another EU country

& 1 single mother and her child received international protection

For these children, finding accommodation and accessing the official asylum system
means much more than having a roof over their head and obtaining documents, It
means that they are no longer invisible. They become visible again, and have lower
chances to be sexually or otherwise exploited.

‘We need to keep working hard, until every single unaccompanied child becomes
safe again.

D1 Greece is committed to securing a just and viable future for all children present



i the Lreek terfitory. LI Lfeece aims 10 Ensure INFOUGH its aCUons that chiaren’s
voice is heard and their rights are fully respected in practice. Help us be next to the
children in need by donating here @

Paypal account: paypal.me/defenceforchildrengr

IBAN: GR1902603670:000310200518604

DEFEMCE FOR CHILDREM INTERMATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA

Swift: ERBKGRAA
Bank: Eurobank
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. Mohamed Kargbo
Great job done for March i, looking forward to April as also DO Sierra
Leone has done the same thing
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‘We have so many things we want to tell about our dreams and achievements so far,
Do you think people would like to know about all these?

‘We answered them & big yes and since then the 'DC) Youth Self-Advocacy” team was
formed J, They are now preparing something inspiring for all of you.who want to
know and soon you will receive an invitation

@ The right of the child to be heard is one of the four cross cutting principles
envisaged in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Providing children with
the platform to speak out and empowering them to realise themselves as defenders
of their rights is crucial.

At our Childrens Rights Helpdesk we have been witnessing the transformation of the
kids once entered our Office to strong young advocates for their rights

Stay tuned to hear more from them soon
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. Mohamed Kargbo
Good job. As DCI Sierra Leone is working towards the same progress
as a matter of must.
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Mohamed Kargbo Keep up the good job dear colleague )
Mou apées!  Amdvtman 1.

’ Mohamed Kargho
Thanks for the courage as we love the job we are doing with DCI
Siema Leone
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March 21st is the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. We
must use this reminder to stand up to racism, every single day.

Millions of people, even children, see their dreams get shattered and their rights
being viclated, because of their race.

The children in Ritsona camp, in Greece, speak Greek and send a powerful message
against racial discrimination.

Let's hope that, one day, this little girl will be able to write on her board
‘Intemational Day of ending racial discrimination’

. Watch the video here: hips.

Bl.ly/%B02%9mn
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‘As child protection experts all we wish is to become the
lighthouse where children can be reminded of their
value, dignity and incredible potential. In our Child
Protection Center, we offer them the ‘safe space’ to

trust their story, needs but also dreams. And when this

happens, their faith in humanity starts to be restored
and, day to day, they start shining back to us all what
they received.’

Nantina Tsekeri, Director of DCI GREECE
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International Women's Day!

I had to fiee iran when my brother forced me to marry a man 30 years older than

me. | was raped at the age of 9. The night of my ‘wedding'. | took a long and

dangeraus journey. But If you ask me | would do it all again. For my freedom. | want
e
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She keeps inspiring us with her sense of resilience and dignity while she is trying to
make a good life for herself in Greece.

Show your support to all women and girls that had to leave their home country and
are looking for a safe place, You can donate via:

Paypal: paypal mesdefenceforchildrengr
|BAN: GR1902603670000310200518604
Swift Code: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank

MORE AND MORE GIRLS
AND WOMEN ARE
FLEEING ON THEIR OWN,
FACING MANY DANGERS

and they need your support.
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Today our Helpdesk became a safe space for these 5 siblings to play and rest while
their single mother was receiving legal support and guidance on how to make a
visble life for them all i

Af the moment, there are thousands of families who either live homeless out in the
parks of Athens or trapped into dangerous for their life camps,

Each and one child has the right to dignity, safe space and embrace chifdhood,
The Legislation that brings these kids with their families to despair must change
now and come in line with the intemnational human rights obligations that bound
our country.

sdontleavethekidsalone

#nofamilyteltbehind
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26 year old pregnant woman from Afghanistan, lit herself on fire in Moria2, after
finding out she cannot travel to Germany, due to high risks for her pregnancy. Once
she was informed about this development, she took her other children out of the
tent they were residing in Moria2 and lit herself on fire, The act of this mother
vividly shows us how hard the living conditions are in Moria2 and how desperate a
person can be to escape this hell,

#dont leavethekidsalone
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AEATIO TYNOY THE DCI GREECE, oyeTIKG ME T CEEOUCMKY EKHETAAAELOT) TWV
TSy aouvOSEUTWY TTROCHUYLWIV Kal pr).

"H obnpiya eKUETAAAELDN TG OKPOIG OUTHG EVOAMUTOTITOG TW OOUVOSEUTWV
ounAIKWY PUITICED Eva JEYOAITERD "KOKG", TV EAAELYT) CTIOTEAECUOTIKOY
OUOTHHOTOC TCNdIKe|E TPOoTagice OTn Xwpo pag yio OAA To oS me.

Mo exelwar row yewvrjBnroy e6w omd EAANVES YoVElG, Wi eKElva TIou KETEpBaoow
bt pova TOUG CNTWVTAS TROOTOOI, IO To oGO Twy PEDVOTITL, Yiot EKElva
TO TIOWBIE TTOW 01 YoVELS Toug Sev PmopEdoy Vo Evol EKEL yio auTd. H Evvoln
‘opang KpaTIkOg ywpog o va ameuBuwBolv kol va akoupmroouy T UTiapE
Toug SudTuyu To 2021 ot EAAGSO Sev uiapyel GEWpoUPE OT1 0T Elval piot
povabdikr GTiypr yia va TomoBetnBoly Bepdha Tpog cuTr T kaTEuBuvon”,
SiAwae n AevBivtpia Trg DCI-Greece Togxkepn MNovTiva.

AMofdoTe nepooaTepo: Mttpsyy/bit v/
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@ Today is the World Day of Social Justice!

‘We will keep working and advocating so that children live in a society where they
can feel safe, heard and respected.

orChildren

A8 20Fesruany 410

WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
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‘My brother wanted me to marry a rich man, when | was 1dyears old. If they ask me
why | left.. Because | want to live as a free woman, | will tell them'. This is what Alisar
told us while legally supporting her for her asylum interview next week.

Her story is a reminder of the right of girls under international law to self-determine
themselves and choose to live the life they dream of. We have been inspired by her
resilience and determination to break free of oppression.

‘We are anticipating, along with her, a decision confirming her belief that the
international community, also believes that she deserves much mare than being
‘sold’ and enslaved into restrictions of her freedom,

#dont ethekidsalone

wa Anadolu Agency

Oy n 4 Kot

ML DEL,

oYy Mou apéoer! (] Ixohio A» Kowomoinon e-

. TPOUTE Evit oxaho. .';_1 i
" Defenc
1 RER

Here Leyla's stary, One amongst the thousands of children surviving the Moria2
Camp.

e for Children International Greece
apiou 2021 -@

MSF told Al Jazeera they have seen children with severe depression, suicidal
thoughts and that many have stopped playing.

This is where Europe and Greece decided to "burry’ these children's souls.

Furter trauma could be prevented if these people were transferred to a safe place
providing for healing and rehabilitation.

#dont_leavethekidsalone

E Andrew Maddox » Refugee Research Metwork
121 -8

2 Defipouapic

“In 2020, child psychologists at MSF noted 50 cases of children with suicidal
ideation and suicide attempts.

I never imagined it would be this bad,” said Katrin Glatz-Brubakk, a mental
health supervisor for MSF on Lesbos,

She told Al Jazeera they have seen children with severe depression, suicidal
thoughts and that many have stopped playing.

"As a child psychologist, | get very warried when children don't play at all and
we see a |ot of that in the camp,” Glatz-Brubakk said.

“Many of the children have experienced trauma but if they were moved to a
[place with] safe and good [conditions] they would start healing from it. Now
they get sicker and sicker because of the conditions they live in®

ALIATEERACTIM
Lesbos: Child mental health crisis brews in refugee communities

Concerns mount for children who have witnessed violence

a devaslating ca
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‘I cannot wait to see what the future holds, | will make new friends and finally have
good memaries from Greece, Thank you, it's the best present | have ever received’.

3 more unaccompanied and homeless children 1517 years oid, were granted a safe
shelter in Athens! &

From sleeping on the streets, struggling to survive, or living in shared apartments
with adults, these 3 boys will finally be able to start a new life.

Being in a shelter, means much more than having a roof over their heads. Countless
unaccompanied children remain homeless in Athens, out of the radar of the official
protection system, exposed to dangers and people that wish to exploit them,

‘We started working immediately on the medical tests required and two of them are
already transferred in their new homes!

It's our duty to keep fighting, until every single homeless child in danger, becomes
safe again.
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“Je m'apelie Jolie", she said.

And yes she is this and thousand more of qualities together &

Each and one child has equal rights to play, to be a child, embrace dignity and
safety.

In these turbulent times our work transforms itself into a portal of love and light for
those kids that need a reminder of hope, colour, magic and giving@ i,

At the moment in Greece under the existing Law thousands of children no older
than 5 years old are forced to live in the streets with their single families one month
after receiving asylum.

Asylum is the ultimate recognition of one's right to safety, to refugee.

In Greece this is manifested into a reality of homelessness, no future, no integration
but exhaustion to despair.

If not now when we will stand up to the morals of our society..?
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Shelter found! &

H, an extremely vulnerable 15 year old boy, who was being exploited for months,
will finally be transferred to a safe shelter! It was very complex and crucial case. The
minor was terrified and wanted to start a new life, away from the people that were
exploiting him. His new home will be outside of Athens. He wants to study and be a
teacher!

The case of H. is, unfortunately, not the only one.

Countless unaccompanied minors, face the harsh reality of life on the streets of
Athens. Despite the great efforts from the official authorities of accommaodation,
many of them remain homeless and exposed to countless dangers, due 1o the lack
of shelters,

#donl_leavel
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Happy birthday, Themida Legal Intervention program!!! & » &

It's been one year since we started this amazing journey to help as many vulnerable
children as possible,

Thank you Together for Better Days for this amazing collaboration!

Together for Better Days

20 lovouapiou 2021 - @
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“The way Themida works is awesome and the services that they provide to
refugees are amazing, I'm really thankful that they helped me when 1 really
needed them. | want to say that you guys are amazing for helping children who
are hopeless and can't fight their case, They need you and are there for them.”
Hadi, Afghanistan, reunited with his uncle in Switzerland.
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and Better Days' fruitful collaboration with Defence for Children International
Greece, Together we have witnessed first-hand the incredible obstacles and
dangers, children on the move and homeless unaccompanied minors face in
Greece, Whether they are suffering the consequences of extended stays in
camps, detenticn facilities or sleeping rough in the streets of Athens,
unaccompanied children are often voiceless and invisible, easy targets for abuse
and exploitation,

Qur work aims to reunite lone children with family members in other EU
countries and support children navigate the complicated process of asylum or
reunification. As we dive deeper into the field of refugee legal aid we experience
the ic fallure of i wnal and EU bodies to guarantee respect for
Children's Rights and penalize vialations of international and EU law and
negligent practises. We want to contribute to the creation of solutions that are
pragmatic, impactful and can bring immediate relief to the lives of the most
vulnerable children of the refugee crisis,

Since December 2019 we have performed over 116 critical legal interventions
for unaccompanied children in Greece and provided legal information,
psychosocial support and essential aid to more than 1000 unaccompanied
children, many vulnerable families, single women and youth. Today some of
these children are successfully reunited with their families or transferred to safer
accommaodation, but others remain unable to meet their basic needs.

This year was far from being a walk in the park, and the outbreak of the
pandemic has profoundly challenged the ways in which we deliver legal services,
or communicate with the children. Yet over 60% of our cases received a positive
answer so far, Today Themida operates from Athens and Lesvos with the sole
objective to identify and provide critical legal aid to unaccompanied asylum-
seeking children in distress.

Happy Birthday Themida,

aa Photolgaphy
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age with massive grace.long life heaith and prosperity ahead
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Updatel!! & 4 »

The minor was transferred yesterday aftemaoon to his new home, a safe shelter for
children!!i! &

‘We will keep supporting him through the whole asylum procedure and his family
reunification case, as he wishes to be reunited with a relative in the Netherlands.

From invisible, detained and about to get deported, this child will finally have the
chance to restart his life and enjoy his childhood.

‘ Defence for Children International Greece

2021 @
Despite the new law, that promised to put an end on child detention, our
Helpdesk received a referral, regarding a 15 year old Syrian bay being in
detention, after visiting a police station to ask for help and a safe shelter.

Ioun,

He was being transferred from police station to police station, and,finally, in
Amygdaleza prison.

The unaccompanied bay, even though he expressed that he wants asylum
multiple times, instead of receiving a case number, was handed a decision for
deportation,

This disturbing event highlights two major issues:

1. The minor did not receive the correct information, along the process. He
could not understand why he was being detained, what will happen to him and
he was not aware of his rights. He had no access to a lawyer and was feeling
lost.

2. There are still police staff members that have not yet received appropriate
training. As a result, they are not aware of the asylum procedures and the rights
of unaccompanied children.

Qur team immediately started working on the case, informing all the competent
authorities, so an alternative to detention can be granted for the child. A safe
shelter was found within two days and we are currently working on the



coordination of his transfer.

Mo child should ever be deprived of their liberty. it's our duty to keep fighting,
until this becomes a reality.

#dont_leavet
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" Defence for Children International Greece

Despite the new law, that promised to put an end on child detention, our Helpdesk
received a referral, regarding a 15 year old Syrian boy being in detention, after
visiting a police station to ask for help and a safe shelter.

He was being transferred from police station to police station, and finaily, in
Amygdaleza prison,

The unaccompanied boy, even though he expressed that he wants asylum multiple
times, instead of receiving a case number, was handed a decision for deportation.

This disturbing event highlights two major issues:

1. The minor did not receive the correct information, along the process. He could
not understand wiy he was being detained, what will happen to him and he was not
aware of his rights. He had no access to a lawyer and was feeling lost

2. There are still police staff members that have not yet received appropriate
training. As a result, they are not aware of the asylum procedures and the rights of
unaccompanied children,

Our team immediately started working on the case, informing all the competent
authorities, so an alternative to detention can be granted for the child. A safe
shelter was found within two days and we are currently working on the coordination
of his transfer.

No chitd should ever be deprived of their liberty, It's our duty to keep fighting, until
this becomes a reality.

avethekidsalone
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Abdul Rashid
God blessed you for supporting always
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#¢New Vacancy - Legal Officer! (Athens, Greece)

Do you have a genuine passion for working with children on the mave and in the
migration context?

‘Would you like to become part of a team with strong commitment to provide high
quality protection services to children at risk?

Would you like to become an advocate for children's rights?

D Greece s looking for a legal officer with the ability to deliver services in an
emergency context,

Required Qualifications:

Erbiiratinn 00



L g

Completed university degree from an accredited academic institution in Law

Advanced University degree (Master's degree) in International Law or Refugee
Law or Children’s Rights will be considered as an asset
Experience {J

Previous experience in providing high quality of legal support and case
management to unaccompanied minors or/and migrant population is a requirement

Member of one of the Law Bar Associations in Greece with active permission to
legally represent

Awareness of refugees and migrants’ issues

Required Qualities J

Ability to wark under pressure and in stressful situations

Meet deadlines and implement our Protocols of Cperation

Ability to maintain composure, to work as a team member and to be flexible
Ability to interact with a demanding public in a multicultural environment

Other qualifications I§

Good level of computer literacy
Fluency in English is required

|f you are interested to join our team, please send your CV and Cover Letter to the
Coordinator of our Children’s Rights Helpdesk Ms Iris Pappa at
irispappa.dci@gmail.com

Application Deadline : 22/1/2021
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The CEDAW released its General recommendation No. 38 (2020) on trafficking in
women and girls in the context of global migration.

The general recommendation deals in great extent with states obligations
concerning the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
‘Women, and particularly article 6, which sets states obligation “to suppress all forms
of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution of women”, The Committee for
the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women [CEDAW) also
acknowledges trafficking In women and girls “persists due to a lack of appreciation
af the gender dimensions of trafficking overall and in particular, trafficking in
women and girls who are exposed to different types of exploitation, including sexual
exploitation”.

This general recommendation constitutes a new tool to change that reality.

Read more: hitpsy/
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Happy New Yearl!ll! A & &

And happy birthday to refugee children in Greece! 1/1 Is the date that the majority
of refugee children are registered as born in their asylum card

Im mnct racac idantificatinn dncomants fram thaie coomtriae of Arinin ars nad
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We defend children's rights three ways:
documenting violations of children’s rights
advocating
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accepted. As a result, the age assessment procedure fails them. The birth day
registered is, most of the times, 1/1.

This creates multiple problems, since children sometimes appear as adults from 1/1
even though they are not, Because of that, they are deprived of basic rights, such as
access to education, access to the the family reunification procedure or a safe
shelter,

There is a long way to go until children on the move can enjoy all their rights and
live a dignified fife. It's our duty to keep fighting for them,

Support us s0 we can continue our work, make a donation today j

Paypal account: paypalme weforchildreng

IBAN: GR1902603670000310200518604

DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERMNATIONAL-ELLINIKD TMIMA
Swift: ERBKGRAA

Bank: Eurobank
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Abdul Rashid
May God continue to biess this union.By the way happy happy new
year to all the stuffs and to everyone around the globe.May this year
brings us a lot of joys healthwealth and prosperity in life ahead.And
May the union continue to grow much stronger than the previous.
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" Defence for Children International Greece
Diego Jota thank you so much for your kind words! Happy new
yearf!l]
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Mow that the year is ending, we would like to give our warm wishes to everyone!! &
We hope 2021 will be a year of happiness and safety for all the children

‘We wauld like to thank the following foundations for their help this past year
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The year is ending on a positive note!

A week ago, we were informed about the case of Amira, a 13 year old girl from Syria
that is alone in Athens. We immediately met the girl and started the case
management. We had to be quick and efficient, since the holidays were approaching
and the girl would be left unprotected in an apartment with people she doesn't
know, exposed to countless dangers.

We informed all competent authorities regarding the severity of this situation...
AsiTE MEpIOOOTEPTL
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In Greece, there are thousands of alone and homeless children on the move. These
children remain outside of the radar of the official protection children, while being
in risk of all forms of exploitation. They have no access to basic human needs, such
as food, healthcare and education.

These holidays, help DCl Greece to keep supporting the most vulnerable children.

By donating you allow us to keep standing by their side. ... Agite neploodrepa
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L. was a homeless boy in the streets of Athens, struggling to survive. When he came
to us, he asked for help to find a safe shelter. He mentioned his brother is in
Switzerland and we informed him that he has the right to apply for family
reunification. L. had no idea this was even an option, because the smugglers never
told him.

We immediately started the family reunification procedures and, after a few weeks,
his application got accepted!
L. from sleeping on the street an... Azite neplogdtepa
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5 Abdul Rashid
i Congratulation for your good deed always
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This is how our week started at our Helpdesk. With these words, from L

L. is 2 homeless, alone child in Athens, After a few weeks and many efforts, his family
reunification application got accepted! In a few days, he will finally be safe with his

brother in Switzerland,

These words and the smile on our children's faces is what keeps us going. It is why
we keep fighting to never leave them alone.... Aelte neplooétepa
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| wanted to thank you!! | have never been
so happy since | came to Greece.. | fell
very much happy. | am able to realize my
dream.all contributions to you! may Allah
make you very big and honored. You are
the best human beings in the whole world.
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‘When | first met her in our office 2 years ago | saw a girl with a spark. A spark in her
soul to make an impact in this world and to stress herself to her fullest potential

2 years later, she calls; ‘Nantina | want to interview

you for my next newspaper issue!’ ... AsiTe TEPOCATEPR
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“If you believe that children are innocent, that they are not responsible for the
war going on in their countries, that they did not choose to leave their homela...

Agite MEpLIOTOTEPE
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Will you hear the refugee children? - Migratory Birds |
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‘What | told you today is not stories | made up, they are things that really happened
to me, | want to see a world where no other child experiences the same’, Qur brave
R. shared his story in our online child friendly justice event, that took place
yesterday.

His voice, as well as other children's and professionals’ voice was heard loud and
clear.

‘We would like to thank everyone who participated and everyone who joined us in
this important mission to try and make asylum p... AeiTe TEplogoTEpa




